
Our New Website 
will not replace us at 

the end of the tele-

phone or email — so if 

you can not see what 

you want please do get 

in touch as we would 

love to talk to you. 

After many hours writ-

ing, phase one of our 

new website finally 

goes live. 

Containing many of the 

items that you have 

been asking for: 

• Photo gallery — you 

can upload your 

own photos for oth-

ers to share; 

• Forum; 

• Ask Andy — for 

those sailing ques-

tions; 

• Last minute offers; 

• Calendar of events; 

• C o m p r e h e n s i v e 

downloads (so you 

will not have to wait 

for us to get back to 

you); 

• List of all the 

courses we offer 

(both RYA and Club 

Sail’s own); 

• Which course is best 

for you — an on line 

query system; 

• Information about 

our boats; 

• Better on line book-

ing system; 

• Teaching aids from 

our Training Manual. 

Of course the new site 

And finally, please look 

at www.clubsail.com 
and let us know if you 

can spot a link that’s 

not working as it 

should — or anything  

else you would like to 

see. 

Merry Christmas and great Sailing for 2010 

• Sue and the girls 

being the first all 

girl crew to finish 

the Columbus race; 

• Being recognised as 

a Motor Cruising 

school; 

• New additions to 

the team; 

• New boats for 2010; 

• Highest ever num-

ber of Yachtmaster 

passes. 

Best wishes and 
happy sailing for 
2010! 

All of us at Club Sail 

would like to take the 

opportunity to wish 

everyone a great 
Christmas. 

We have had a lot of 

great news this year 

including: 

 

Something different: 

∗ Boat Tapas 

∗ Continuation 

training 

∗ Ladies only 

courses  

∗ Advanced Boat 

Handling courses 

∗ Yacht  

Maintenance  
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We are “now 
authorised by 
the RYA to 
teach up to 
Yachtmaster 
(Motor)” 

Contact us for 

details on 

helmsman and 

Day Skipper 

(Motor) courses 

yacht on coastal 

cruises, but does not 

necessarily have the 

experience needed to 

undertake longer pas-

sages”.  

In other words, the 

theory is the same for 

both, but less practical 

experience and skill is 

required for the Yacht-

master Coastal exam. 

If you don’t think you 

have the skills required  

you need to think 

about the Coastal 
Skipper + course 

prior to the Yachtmas-

As an Examiner Andy  

examines for other 

schools, as is often 

asked what is the 

standard for Yacht-

master Offshore? 

It’s a skipper who: is 

safe, can handle a boat 

under motor, can sail 

the boat, and navigate 

— being able to enter 

any well chartered har-

bour for the first time, 

with sufficient depth, 

by day or night”.  

A Yachtmaster Coastal 

has “the knowledge 

needed to skipper a 

ter preparation to 

teach you the skills 

you need. 

Another option is one 

of our Advanced Boat 
Handling courses — 

which covers boat han-

dling in normal and 

abnormal situations. 

On the prep week we 

will take the skills you 

already have and pol-

ish them to get you 

ready for the exam. 

We have found that 

this works well — con-

tributing to the 100% 

pass rate. 

Yachtmaster exams—what's the standard? 

Since our last newslet-

ter we have held a 

number of Yachtmas-

ter Motor Conversions 

and are pleased to an-

nounce the following 

successes: Mike, Lee, 

Adam and Tony. 

We run these courses 

on demand and al-

ready have a couple 

programmed in for 

2010. 

With sunshine, and 

diesel at only 0.60€ 

per litre, a Yachtmas-

ter Motor Conversion is  

a great way of getting 

your Motor Cruising 

qualification. 

Yachtmaster (Motor Cruising) preparation and MCA Exams 

and are pleased to an-

nounce the following 

successes: 

• Mike 

• Sasha 

• Tony 

• Jim 

• Chris 

• Paul 

• Alan 

• Carlos 

• Genevieve 

• Bettina 

• Marcos 

• Tommy 

• Wendy 

• Alan 

• Steve 

On 1st January the 

RYA are renaming the 

Yachtmaster exams.  

They will be known as 

Y a c h t m a s t e r 
(Coastal) and Yacht-
master (Offshore). 

During 2009 we have 

completed Yachtmas-

ter prep weeks for 49 

clients and still have 

had 100% pass rate 

for Yachtmaster’s over 

the last 5 years. 

Since our last newslet-

ter we have held a 

number of preparation 

weeks and MCA exams 

As this week is so 

popular we are running 

2 prep weeks in a 

month until at least 

April. 

If you want to see 

what the exam is 

about, and are already 

at Coastal Skipper 

level, why not join us 

as a crew member on 

one of the exams? 

Yachtmaster (Sail) preparation and MCA Exams 
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“now holding 
preparation 
weeks (for 

Yachtmaster 

(Coastal) MCA 

and Yachtmaster 

(Offshore) MCA) 

every 2 weeks” 

“Re-launching 
our website” 
… “including 
last minute 
deals — you 
make us an 
offer page” to 

beat the credit 

crunch 



Carnival milebuilding weeks 
largest carnival Santa 

Cruz de Tenerife, with 

this years theme 

“Tenerife—the story of 

the carnival”.. 

The milebuilding weeks 

are running from 5th 
to 12th February and 

12th to 19th Febru-
ary: which includes 

the "entierran la sar-

dina" (burial of the 

sardine) on Ash 

Wednesday when the 

carnival is officially 

over. 

Following on from last 

years successful carni-

val cruise we are run-

ning two milebuilding 

weeks this year taking 

in the great carnivals 

of the canary Islands.  

We will be visiting La 

Gomera, La Palma and 

Gran Canaria before 

finishing up in Europe’s 

RYA/MCA Coastal Skip-

per in 1998. 

Jim left the navy in 

2009 and has moved 

to the Canaries with 

his partner. Missing 

the sea he soon found 

himself back on the 

water coming to Club 

Sail to take his RYA/

MCA Yachtmaster Off-

shore qualification. 

He has now completed 

all his sea-safety train-

ing and Instructors’ 

assessment, bringing 

with him a wealth of 

sailing and maritime 

experience he joins  as 

one of our Cruising In-

structors: teaching 

Competent Crew and 

Day Skipper. 

Simon comes from 

We decided to look for 

a new instructor after 

Mark left us for a posi-

tion on a super yacht 

in the Mediterranean.  

After much discussion 

we have asked both  

Jim and Simon to join 

our team. 

Jim hails from a naval 

family, sailing both as 

a child and for 19 

years in the Royal 

Navy.  After sailing 

both dinghies and 

yachts for a number of 

years he achieved 

Northern Ireland and 

has been sailing all his 

life.  He took a Yacht-

master fast track 

course and become a 

Cruising Instructor in 

2007.  Simon is also a 

RYA Keelboat and 

D ingy  In s t ru c t or 

(perhaps we’ll add 

these to our portfo-

lio?).  Since then he 

has been teaching on 

the west coast of Ire-

land, before becoming 

tempted to teach in 

warmer climates. 

 

New Instructors 

tors qualifications 

and will be teaching 

for us from March 

onwards; 

• For Lee and Mike to 

become Cruising 

Instructors for Mo-

tor in April; 

• Janet and Andy are 

going on holiday in 

May; 

• Stan is going fur-

ther afield to Ma-

deira, Morocco and 

other far flung 

places in June; 

• In July we will be 

doing some racing 

in the Mediterra-

nean; 

• And in August we 

will be doing the 

Columbus race! 

On the horizon 

2010 is nearly upon us 

and we are planning: 

• To celebrate the 

festival of the 3 

Kings (Los Reyes 

Magos) in Santa 

Cruz de la Palma; 

• Carnival cruise 

milebuilding in Feb-

ruary; 

• Steve is taking his 

Powerboat Instruc-
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Motor in 2010. 

Sue and Mike had a 

quick trip to the UK to 

catch up with everyone 

before Christmas. 

Maggi has been very 

busy in the classroom, 

but has had time to 

help in the office.  

Viva has recovered 

from her scare in the 

summer when she lost 

so much weight.  It 

was discovered that 

her pancreas was not 

producing digestive 

enzymes so now has a 

food supplement.  Now 

fully recovered and 

back swimming, chas-

ing seagulls and lend-

ing a helping paw! 

Andy’s been busy as 

usual doing a bit of 

everything both ashore 

and at sea.  The latest 

projects include: new 

rigging for Stan 

(apparently it has to 

be changed every 4—5 

As usual the team 

have been busy: 

Sue skippered Agi on 

the Huelva to La Gom-

era race — and we be-

came the first girl only 

crew to finish.  Well 

done all! 

Since then she has 

been enjoying teaching 

our Ladies Only 
courses which is mak-

ing a great change 

f rom ou r  more 

“formal” courses! 

Mike and Lee gained 

their Yachtmaster Mo-

tor and are doing their 

Cruising Instructor for 

years as its made of 

rod not wire), new car-

bon fibre brackets for 

Stan’s Sea-Me and VHF 

aerial. 

Bill and Peter have 

been teaching a num-

ber of courses for us 

during the autumn —

and are back for some 

sunshine in 2010. 

Jim has been to the 

UK to do his STCW 95 

master of yachts. 

Simon has Christmas 

off after working hard 

while Sue and Mike 

were in the UK. 

Andrey has recently 

taken his Yachtmaster 

Instructor qualification.  

Adam has been to 

Thailand as is back in 

the UK for New Year 

And finally we hope 
to see you in the Ca-
naries in the near 
future! 

 

Club Sail News 

We’re on the web: 
www.clubsail.com 

Phone: 

Office: (+34) 922 783 770 

Mobile: (+34) 676 496 091 

UK: (+44) 208 133 7228 

 

Or on Skype: “Clubsail” 

 

Club Sail is an established family run business offering: sailing, 
powerboat and motor boat courses, and charters - from its base in 
Marina del Sur, Playa Las Galletas, Tenerife. 

Run by Andrew and Janet — with a lot of help from Mike, our Chief In-

structor; and our permanent Instructors: Mike and Sue; Lee and Maggi; 

Jim, Simon, Bill, Peter and Andrey; with Adam, Alvie and Steve who keep 

the show on the road behind the scenes. 

With the temperate climate of the Canary Islands we offer year round sail-

ing on our fleet of boats. 

As the first RYA approved overseas training school Club Sail is ideally 

placed to offer the full range of RYA sailing, motor and powerboat courses 

— and lots more besides. 

See our website for more about us! 


